
 Guide to the Updated ADA Standards 
 

 
The Department of Justice's 2010 ADA standards and the Department of 
Transportation's 2006 ADA standards are closely based on the updated 
ADA and ABA Accessibility Guidelines (2004) published by the Access 
Board. There are a limited number of additional requirements to be aware of 
in using the Board's guidelines which are outlined here. Further, certain 
chapters apply only to Federal facilities covered by the Architectural Barriers 
Act (ABA).  
 
 
 
ABA Chapters (applicable to Federal Facilities only) 
 
As published by the Board, the ADA and ABA guidelines harmonize requirements for ADA 
facilities and ABA facilities. They contain parallel application and scoping sections (Chapters 1 
and 2) for ADA and ABA facilities. These chapters are largely the same except that the ABA 
chapters include provisions or revisions concerning waivers (F103), additions (F202.2), leased 
facilities (F202.6), employee work areas (full coverage), existing elements (F203.2), and several 
other scoping requirements. Both the ADA and ABA sections reference a common set of 
technical requirements (Chapters 3 through 10). 
 

 
  



 
 
Department of Justice ADA Standards 
 
The Department of Justice (DOJ) published updated ADA regulations 
that implement its 2010 standards based on the Board's guidelines. 
These regulations include additional design requirements that 
supplement the standards. DOJ's title II regulation addresses state and 
local government facilities, and its title III regulation covers places of 
public accommodation and commercial facilities. These regulations also 
address program access (title II) and removal of barriers in existing facilities (title III) and are 
available on DOJ’s website at www.ada.gov. 
 
DOJ's 2010 ADA standards are consistent with the Board's updated guidelines. However, DOJ's 
revised title II regulation (§35.151) and title III regulation (§36.406) implement additional 
provisions concerning: 
 

• Social Service Center Establishments (access to beds and roll-in showers) 
 

• Housing at Places of Education (application of provisions for transient lodging and for 
residential facilities, and kitchen access and accessible circulation within units) 

 
• Assembly Areas (additional criteria for the location and dispersion of wheelchair spaces 

and companion seats in assembly areas, including stadium-style movie theaters) 
 

• Medical Care Facilities (dispersion of accessible patient bedrooms) 
 

• Residential Dwelling Units (coverage of dwelling units designed, constructed, or altered 
by state and local governments for sale to individuals) 

 
• Detention and Correctional Facilities (enhanced scoping (3%) for accessible cells, 

dispersion, and coverage of altered cells)  
 

• Places of Lodging (application of scoping provisions to sites with multiple facilities, 
alterations, and exclusion of residential-only units)  

 
 
These requirements as contained in DOJ's regulations are reprinted below. They supplement 
provisions in the Board's guidelines (Chapter 2): section 221 (Assembly Areas), 223 (Medical 
Care and Long-Term Care Facilities), 224 (Transient Lodging Guest Rooms), 232 (Detention 
Facilities and Correctional Facilities), and 233 (Residential Facilities).  
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Department of Transportation ADA Standards  
 
In adopting its 2006 ADA standards, the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) reinstated a requirement for detectable warnings on curb ramps 
and revised three other provisions concerning the location of accessible 
routes, bus boarding areas, and rail station platforms. These provisions 
replace those in the Board's guidelines, as indicated in DOT's ADA 
regulations (49 CFR Part 37, Appendix D), which are available at 
www.fta.dot.gov. 
 
Location of Accessible Routes (language reinstated on minimizing travel distances) 
 
206.3 Location. Accessible routes shall coincide with, or be located in the same area as general 
circulation paths. Where circulation paths are interior, required accessible routes shall also be 
interior. Elements such as ramps, elevators, or other circulation devices, fare vending or other 
ticketing areas, and fare collection areas shall be placed to minimize the distance which 
wheelchair users and other persons who cannot negotiate steps may have to travel compared 
to the general public. 
 
Detectable Warnings on Curb Ramps (requirement added for detectable warnings on curb 
ramps according to updated technical specifications) 
 
406.8 Detectable Warnings. A curb ramp shall have a detectable warning complying with 705. 
The detectable warning shall extend the full width of the curb ramp (exclusive of flared sides) 
and shall extend either the full depth of the curb ramp or 24 inches (610 mm) deep minimum 
measured from the back of the curb on the ramp surface. 
 
Bus Boarding and Alighting Areas (compliance with dimensions is required to the extent 
construction specifications are within a public entity's control) 
 
810.2.2 Dimensions. Bus boarding and alighting areas shall provide a clear length of 96 inches 
(2440 mm), measured perpendicular to the curb or vehicle roadway edge, and a clear width of 
60 inches (1525 mm), measured parallel to the vehicle roadway. Public entities shall ensure that 
the construction of bus boarding and alighting areas comply with 810.2.2, to the extent the 
construction specifications are within their control. 
 
Rail Station Platforms (language from the original standards reinstated concerning platform 
and vehicle floor coordination) 
 
810.5.3 Platform and Vehicle Floor Coordination. Station platforms shall be positioned to 
coordinate with vehicles in accordance with the applicable requirements of 36 CFR part 1192. 
Low-level platforms shall be 8 inches (205 mm) minimum above top of rail. In light rail, 
commuter rail, and intercity rail systems where it is not operationally or structurally feasible to 
meet the horizontal gap or vertical difference requirements of part 1192 or 49 CFR part 38, mini-
high platforms, car-borne or platform-mounted lifts, ramps or bridge plates or similarly manually 
deployed devices, meeting the requirements of 49 CFR part 38, shall suffice.  

 
EXCEPTION: Where vehicles are boarded from sidewalks or street- level, low-level platforms 
shall be permitted to be less than 8 inches (205 mm). 
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Additional Design Requirements in DOJ's Updated ADA Regulations  
 
The following excerpts from DOJ's title II (28 CFR Part 35) and title III regulations (28 CFR Part 
36) contain requirements that supplement or amend provisions in DOJ's 2010 ADA Standards. 
They are part of updated regulations published on September 15, 2010 and take effect March 
15, 2011. For further information, visit DOJ’s website at www.ada.gov. 
 
§35.151 New construction and alterations 
 
[...] 
 
(e) Social service center establishments. Group homes, halfway houses, shelters, or similar 
social service center establishments that provide either temporary sleeping accommodations or 
residential dwelling units that are subject to this section shall comply with the provisions of the 
2010 Standards applicable to residential facilities, including, but not limited to, the provisions in 
sections 233 and 809.  
 

(1) In sleeping rooms with more than 25 beds covered by this section, a minimum of 5% 
of the beds shall have clear floor space complying with section 806.2.3 of the 2010 
Standards.  
 
(2) Facilities with more than 50 beds covered by this section that provide common use 
bathing facilities, shall provide at least one roll-in shower with a seat that complies with 
the relevant provisions of section 608 of the 2010 Standards. Transfer-type showers are 
not permitted in lieu of a roll-in shower with a seat, and the exceptions in sections 608.3 
and 608.4 for residential dwelling units are not permitted. When separate shower 
facilities are provided for men and for women, at least one roll-in shower shall be 
provided for each group.  

 
(f) Housing at a place of education. Housing at a place of education that is subject to this 
section shall comply with the provisions of the 2010 Standards applicable to transient lodging, 
including, but not limited to, the requirements for transient lodging guest rooms in sections 224 
and 806 subject to the following exceptions. For the purposes of the application of this section, 
the term "sleeping room" is intended to be used interchangeably with the term "guest room" as it 
is used in the transient lodging standards.  
 

(1) Kitchens within housing units containing accessible sleeping rooms with mobility 
features (including suites and clustered sleeping rooms) or on floors containing 
accessible sleeping rooms with mobility features shall provide turning spaces that 
comply with section 809.2.2 of the 2010 Standards and kitchen work surfaces that 
comply with section 804.3 of the 2010 Standards.  
 
(2) Multi-bedroom housing units containing accessible sleeping rooms with mobility 
features shall have an accessible route throughout the unit in accordance with section 
809.2 of the 2010 Standards.  

 
(3) Apartments or townhouse facilities that are provided by or on behalf of a place of education, 
which are leased on a year-round basis exclusively to graduate students or faculty, and do not 
contain any public use or common use areas available for educational programming, are not 



subject to the transient lodging standards and shall comply with the requirements for residential 
facilities in sections 233 and 809 of the 2010 Standards.  
 
(g) Assembly areas. Assembly areas subject to this section shall comply with the provisions of 
the 2010 Standards applicable to assembly areas, including, but not limited to, sections 221 and 
802. In addition, assembly areas shall ensure that:  
 

(1) In stadiums, arenas, and grandstands, wheelchair spaces and companion seats are 
dispersed to all levels that include seating served by an accessible route;  
 
(2) Assembly areas that are required to horizontally disperse wheelchair spaces and 
companion seats by section 221.2.3.1 of the 2010 Standards and have seating 
encircling, in whole or in part, a field of play or performance area shall disperse 
wheelchair spaces and companion seats around that field of play or performance area;  
 
(3) Wheelchair spaces and companion seats are not located on (or obstructed by) 
temporary platforms or other movable structures, except that when an entire seating 
section is placed on temporary platforms or other movable structures in an area where 
fixed seating is not provided, in order to increase seating for an event, wheelchair 
spaces and companion seats may be placed in that section. When wheelchair spaces 
and companion seats are not required to accommodate persons eligible for those 
spaces and seats, individual, removable seats may be placed in those spaces and 
seats;  
 
(4) Stadium-style movie theaters shall locate wheelchair spaces and companion seats 
on a riser or cross-aisle in the stadium section that satisfies at least one of the following 
criteria:  

 
(i) It is located within the rear 60% of the seats provided in an auditorium; or  
 
(ii) It is located within the area of an auditorium in which the vertical viewing 
angles (as measured to the top of the screen) are from the 40th to the 100th 
percentile of vertical viewing angles for all seats as ranked from the seats in the 
first row (1st percentile) to seats in the back row (100th percentile).  

 
(h) Medical care facilities. Medical care facilities that are subject to this section shall comply with 
the provisions of the 2010 Standards applicable to medical care facilities, including, but not 
limited to, sections 223 and 805. In addition, medical care facilities that do not specialize in the 
treatment of conditions that affect mobility shall disperse the accessible patient bedrooms 
required by section 223.2.1 of the 2010 Standards in a manner that is proportionate by type of 
medical specialty.  
 
[...]  
 
(j) Facilities with residential dwelling units for sale to individual owners.  
 

(1) Residential dwelling units designed and constructed or altered by public entities that 
will be offered for sale to individuals shall comply with the requirements for residential 
facilities in the 2010 Standards including sections 233 and 809.  
 



(2) The requirements of paragraph (1) also apply to housing programs that are operated 
by public entities where design and construction of particular residential dwelling units 
takes place only after a specific buyer has been identified. In such programs, the 
covered entity must provide the units that comply with the requirements for accessible 
features to those pre-identified buyers with disabilities who have requested such a unit.  

 
(k) Detention and correctional facilities.  
 

(1) New construction of jails, prisons, and other detention and correctional facilities shall 
comply with the 2010 Standards except that public entities shall provide accessible 
mobility features complying with section 807.2 of the 2010 Standards for a minimum of 
3%, but no fewer than one, of the total number of cells in a facility. Cells with mobility 
features shall be provided in each classification level.  
 
(2) Alterations to detention and correctional facilities. Alterations to jails, prisons, and 
other detention and correctional facilities shall comply with the 2010 Standards except 
that public entities shall provide accessible mobility features complying with section 
807.2 of the 2010 Standards for a minimum of 3%, but no fewer than one, of the total 
number of cells being altered until at least 3%, but no fewer than one, of the total 
number of cells in a facility shall provide mobility features complying with section 807.2. 
Altered cells with mobility features shall be provided in each classification level. 
However, when alterations are made to specific cells, detention and correctional facility 
operators may satisfy their obligation to provide the required number of cells with 
mobility features by providing the required mobility features in substitute cells (cells other 
than those where alterations are originally planned), provided that each substitute cell—  

 
(i) Is located within the same prison site;  
 
(ii) Is integrated with other cells to the maximum extent feasible;  
 
(iii) Has, at a minimum, equal physical access as the altered cells to areas used 
by inmates or detainees for visitation, dining, recreation, educational programs, 
medical services, work programs, religious services, and participation in other 
programs that the facility offers to inmates or detainees; and,  
 
(iv) If it is technically infeasible to locate a substitute cell within the same prison 
site, a substitute cell must be provided at another prison site within the 
corrections system.  

 
(3) With respect to medical and long-term care facilities in jails, prisons, and other 
detention and correctional facilities, public entities shall apply the 2010 Standards 
technical and scoping requirements for those facilities irrespective of whether those 
facilities are licensed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sec.36.406 Standards for new construction and alterations. 
 
[...] 
 
(c) Places of lodging. Places of lodging subject to this part shall comply with the provisions of 
the 2010 Standards applicable to transient lodging, including, but not limited to, the 
requirements for transient lodging guest rooms in sections 224 and 806.  
 

(1) Guest rooms. Guest rooms with mobility features in places of lodging subject to the 
transient lodging requirements of 2010 Standards shall be provided as follows--  
 

(i) Facilities that are subject to the same permit application on a common site that 
each have 50 or fewer guest rooms may be combined for the purposes of 
determining the required number of accessible rooms and type of accessible 
bathing facility in accordance with table 224.2 to section 224.2 of the 2010 
Standards.  
 
(ii) Facilities with more than 50 guest rooms shall be treated separately for the 
purposes of determining the required number of accessible rooms and type of 
accessible bathing facility in accordance with table 224.2 to section 224.2 of the 
2010 Standards.  

 
(2) Exception. Alterations to guest rooms in places of lodging where the guest rooms are 
not owned or substantially controlled by the entity that owns, leases, or operates the 
overall facility and the physical features of the guest room interiors are controlled by their 
individual owners are not required to comply with § 36.402 or the alterations 
requirements in section 224.1.1 of the 2010 Standards.  

 
(3) Facilities with residential units and transient lodging units. Residential dwelling units 
that are designed and constructed for residential use exclusively are not subject to the 
transient lodging standards.  

 
(d) Social service center establishments. Group homes, halfway houses, shelters, or similar 
social service center establishments that provide either temporary sleeping accommodations or 
residential dwelling units that are subject to this part shall comply with the provisions of the 2010 
Standards applicable to residential facilities, including, but not limited to, the provisions in 
sections 233 and 809.  
 

(1) In sleeping rooms with more than 25 beds covered by this part, a minimum of 5% of 
the beds shall have clear floor space complying with section 806.2.3 of the 2010 
Standards.  
 
(2) Facilities with more than 50 beds covered by this part that provide common use 
bathing facilities shall provide at least one roll-in shower with a seat that complies with 
the relevant provisions of section 608 of the 2010 Standards. Transfer-type showers are 
not permitted in lieu of a roll-in shower with a seat, and the exceptions in sections 608.3 
and 608.4 for residential dwelling units are not permitted. When separate shower 
facilities are provided for men and for women, at least one roll-in shower shall be 
provided for each group.  

 



(e) Housing at a place of education. Housing at a place of education that is subject to this part 
shall comply with the provisions of the 2010 Standards applicable to transient lodging, including, 
but not limited to, the requirements for transient lodging guest rooms in sections 224 and 806, 
subject to the following exceptions. For the purposes of the application of this section, the term 
"sleeping room" is intended to be used interchangeably with the term "guest room" as it is used 
in the transient lodging standards.  
 

(1) Kitchens within housing units containing accessible sleeping rooms with mobility 
features (including suites and clustered sleeping rooms) or on floors containing 
accessible sleeping rooms with mobility features shall provide turning spaces that 
comply with section 809.2.2 of the 2010 Standards and kitchen work surfaces that 
comply with section 804.3 of the 2010 Standards.  
 
(2) Multi-bedroom housing units containing accessible sleeping rooms with mobility 
features shall have an accessible route throughout the unit in accordance with section 
809.2 of the 2010 Standards.  
 
(3) Apartments or townhouse facilities that are provided by or on behalf of a place of 
education, which are leased on a year-round basis exclusively to graduate students or 
faculty and do not contain any public use or common use areas available for educational 
programming, are not subject to the transient lodging standards and shall comply with 
the requirements for residential facilities in sections 233 and 809 of the 2010 Standards.  

 
(f) Assembly areas. Assembly areas that are subject to this part shall comply with the provisions 
of the 2010 Standards applicable to assembly areas, including, but not limited to, sections 221 
and 802. In addition, assembly areas shall ensure that --  
 

(1) In stadiums, arenas, and grandstands, wheelchair spaces and companion seats are 
dispersed to all levels that include seating served by an accessible route;  
 
(2) Assembly areas that are required to horizontally disperse wheelchair spaces and 
companion seats by section 221.2.3.1 of the 2010 Standards and have seating 
encircling, in whole or in part, a field of play or performance area shall disperse 
wheelchair spaces and companion seats around that field of play or performance area;  
 
(3) Wheelchair spaces and companion seats are not located on (or obstructed by) 
temporary platforms or other movable structures, except that when an entire seating 
section is placed on temporary platforms or other movable structures in an area where 
fixed seating is not provided, in order to increase seating for an event, wheelchair 
spaces and companion seats may be placed in that section. When wheelchair spaces 
and companion seats are not required to accommodate persons eligible for those 
spaces and seats, individual, removable seats may be placed in those spaces and 
seats;  

 
(4) Stadium-style movie theaters shall locate wheelchair spaces and companion seats 
on a riser or cross-aisle in the stadium section that satisfies at least one of the following 
criteria --  

 
(i) It is located within the rear 60% of the seats provided in an auditorium; or  
 



(ii) It is located within the area of an auditorium in which the vertical viewing 
angles (as measured to the top of the screen) are from the 40th to the 100th 
percentile of vertical viewing angles for all seats as ranked from the seats in the 
first row (1st percentile) to seats in the back row (100th percentile).  

 
(g) Medical care facilities. Medical care facilities that are subject to this part shall comply with 
the provisions of the 2010 Standards applicable to medical care facilities, including, but not 
limited to, sections 223 and 805. In addition, medical care facilities that do not specialize in the 
treatment of conditions that affect mobility shall disperse the accessible patient bedrooms 
required by section 223.2.1 of the 2010 Standards in a manner that is proportionate by type of 
medical specialty. 


